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A piece of donated 
equipment will be 
streamlining animal 
operations for vets 
in the Cooks. 

The Esther Honey 
Foundation received 
a pile of donated 
supplies when Dr 
Barry Nicholls – an 
experienced vet 
and a member of 
the foundation’s 
board of directors – 
arrived in 
Rarotonga from the 
United States. As 
well as drugs and 
surgical supplies, he also brought a new piece of equipment called a HUG-U-VAC. 

The apparatus, which resembles an inflatable cushion, gently moulds to an animal’s 
body to hold it in place during surgery. It was donated to the foundation by US-
based Dr Lloyd Hiebert, an anaesthesiologist who invented the device. 

Esther Honey practice manager Amy Compton said the equipment also helps to 
conserve the patient’s body heat while they are under anaesthesia. She explained 
that while heat conservation is not such a problem in the tropics, the surgery room 
itself is cool due to air conditioning, to help vets stay comfortable throughout their 
work. 

“Loss of heat can become a concern, and this will help address that concern.” 

The equipment will also be useful as a stretcher, she said, particularly when vets go 
to the outer islands – where their limited equipment while travelling means they 
typically use towels when moving animals from place to place. 



The HUG-U-VAC is a novelty in the Cook Islands, with the Esther Honey team trying 
it out for the first time yesterday during a de-sexing operation. The clinic is the first 
in the South Pacific to have the device, which is used in many vet schools in the US 
including UC Davis and Tufts University. Compton said the equipment will help 
streamline operations at Esther Honey. 

“Having tried it out, it’s going to help things run a lot more smoothly here.” 

Among the donated materials were also flea preventatives from Will Graham of 
pharmaceutical company Henry Schein and heartworm tests from Abaxis, donated by 
Dan Dewitt. 
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